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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce starvation while 
suppressing apparent fog of an edge part. 
SOLUTION: A smoothing section 2 smoothes a received image 
signal and outputs a mean value signal (f). Furthermore, a 
weight coefficient decision section 3 obtains a contrast 
weight WW in response to a contrast (h) and a correction 
object degree wh corresponding to a target pixel value (g) 
to calculate a weight coefficient W. Moreover, an edge 
correction coefficient decision section 4 discriminates 
whether or not an edge has a prescribed contrast and a 
coefficient decision section 23 decides an edge correction 
coefficient ew. Then a correction pixel value calculation 
section 5 uses the mean value signal (f) based on the 
weight coefficient W to correct the target pixel value (g) 
thereby reducing starvation and decreases the density 
furthermore by the edge correction coefficient ew for a 
very small area with low density in the vicinity of the 
edge thereby emphasizing the edge. 
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